
Annual Education Performance Report – 
Academic Year 2022/2023

2020 onwards has been turbulent in terms of national assessments so we have 
compared how outcomes have changed since 2019 as well as post pandemic

This annual report shows performance for Children in different groupings: 
Overall, Boys, Girls, Heritage, EHCP, SEND, English as an additional language 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This is a report on readiness for school and educational outcomes for children in Leicester City for the academic year 2022/23
We have followed the national reporting style which identifies and compares different groups eg gender, ethnicity, children with SEN support or with EHCPs, children with English as an additional language, children eligible for Free school meals. 
The report describes the key test or assessment stages from 
Early years measuring a “Good Level of Development” which gives an indication of readiness for school
Phonics at year 1 to assess whether a child is on track to become a fluent reader
Primary school at Key Stages 1 and 2 for both attainment and progress
Secondary school at Key Stage 4 for both attainment and progress
Although there is a lot of information in the report, there are more detailed tables of other measures also available in the appendices if further information is of interest
Because of the fluctuation in assessments since the pandemic, we have kept an eye to whether Leicester outcomes have recovered as quickly as national to pre-pandemic levels and found that they haven’t in many cases




Changes in the Educational Landscape

• Significant changes in the role of the Local Authority over the last 
15 years

• Decentralisation of School Management
• We do not “step into the classroom”

• Education Funding
• Placement Sufficiency and Standards
• School performance/School Improvement
• Education welfare
• Inclusion and Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) Support

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Decentralisation of School Management: Perhaps the biggest change has been a reduced Local Authority role in direct management of schools. Academies and free schools have their own governing bodies and greater autonomy over areas such as curriculum, staffing, and finances.
Education Funding: The Local Authority still plays a role in distributing funding to schools, although the introduction of academies and changes to funding arrangements have reduced this role. LAs are responsible for implementing the national funding formula, which determines how much funding schools receive based on various factors such as pupil numbers and deprivation levels.
Placement Sufficiency and Standards: While the Local Authority no longer directly manages many schools, we still have responsibilities for Placement sufficiency (ensuring there are enough school places available) and for overseeing the performance and standards of all schools in our area. We continue to have a role in commissioning new school places, intervening in underperforming schools, and providing support and guidance to schools.
Education Welfare: The Local Authority retains responsibility for children’s education welfare, including ensuring that children attend school regularly and addressing issues related to attendance and children missing education.
Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) Support: There is a greater emphasis on inclusion and mainstream schooling to support children with SEND and  changes to the way support is funded and delivered.  Most recently, the Change Programme Partnership is testing proposed policy reforms over the next 2 years.
School Improvement: While LAs no longer have direct control over many schools, they continue to have responsibilities for school improvement. This includes providing support and intervention for underperforming schools, facilitating collaboration and partnership working between schools, and promoting best practices in teaching and learning.
Overall, the Local Authority continues to have responsibilities for ensuring children receive an education, through attendance management, monitoring electively home educated children, providing school transport for eligible groups of children and ensuring the quality and provision of education in our local area, particularly in areas such as education welfare, SEND support, and school improvement.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This slide gives a profile of ethnicity, some particular groups and levels of deprivation about the 56k children who are learners in Leicester primary, secondary and special schools.
We have a higher proportion of children with EAL and children eligible for FSM than national, and lower than national children with SEND (national is 17%)
High levels in decile 1 for school children, and especially for SEND children – which is the most deprived 10% of areas nationally
This just supports what we already know about pupil populations in Leicester and highlights disproportionalities in profiles when looking at different groups of children for example CLA and children with SEN support and EHCPs have white British heritage which contrasts with the smaller percentage of children with white British heritage in the school population




Leicester City children: What is going well

• The gap to national for Early Years Foundation Stage pupils to achieve a Good Level of 
Development (GLD) is closing

• A greater percentage of Asian heritage children met GLD 
• At the end of Yr6, a higher proportion of pupils met expected standard in maths than 

national. But the gap closed in 2023
• At KS2, children of Black heritage outperformed national peers with 77% meeting expected 

standards of mathematics compared to 74%
• Progress scores for children of black, of mixed and of any other ethnic group were above 

national in Maths
• Progress scores for children of mixed heritage were above national in Reading

• Results achieved by our secondary schools show that progress overall progress compared to 
national was better and the attainment gap closed

• Leicester Children eligible for Free School Meals perform better than their peers nationally 
at all key stages (larger groupings of FSM eligible children in school create environment with lower differentiation) 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The presentation shows some key points of what is going well and also what is not going so well for learners in Leicester.  

The gap to national for pupils in Early Years Foundation Stage to achieve a good level of development has closed from 5% points in 2021/22 to 3.9% in 2022/23
In 2023, a greater percentage (68.1%) of Asian and Any other ethnic group children (60.2%) in Leicester met a Good Level of Development than those nationally at 66.7% and 59.1% respectively.
At the end of Yr6, a higher proportion of pupils (74%) are meeting the expected standard in maths than national (73%) but the gap from national to Leicester closed in 2023.
Children eligible for Free School meals perform better than their peers nationally at all key stages. 

In 2022
Children in Leicester’s primary and secondary schools continued to make better than national progress but the starting point on entry to school is well below national and comparator local authorities 
Leicester children eligible for Free School meals perform better than peers nationally at all key stages 
Leicester children of Asian heritage and those with English as an Additional Language often have better outcomes and progress than their peers from other backgrounds, particularly by the end of KS2 and KS4




Leicester City children: What is not going so well

• White heritage children do worse than the rest of the country for school readiness
• Only 2/3 of children were ready for school
• Phonics test (to check whether a child is on track to become a fluent reader) shows Leicester children 

have not made the recovery from 2019 as quicky as nationally, but did close the gap in 
2023 (now 138 out of 152 LAs)

• Children are still at a lower starting point compared to nationally as they enter KS2
• Outcomes for children at the end of primary (KS2) and the end of secondary (KS4) show 

that attainment has not bounced back as quickly as nationally
• Unlike previous years, Leicester’s school children did not make better progress than 

national at the end of KS2, except in Mathematics 
• At the end of KS4, the results achieved are below national across all measures, however 

the gap to national has narrowed this year compared to 2022
• Ranking for all measures for those with EHCP has dropped from top half to the 

middle/bottom half compared to all local authorities
• Children with EHCPs still do worse than other children including those with SEN support

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
EHCP - This is a change from 2022 where the ranking for measures for EHCPs lay in the top half of all local authorities

Attainment of all children in Leicester in all key stages is below national -  on many measures in the bottom 10% of local authorities nationally
The gap to national outcomes for each of Early Years Foundation Stage, Phonics and KS1 has widened since the pandemic
The significant drop in the proportion of children who are “ready for school” at the end of Reception year will impact through their school years
Outcomes for boys are generally lower than girls across all key stages in Leicester 
Children who are not eligible for Free School Meals do significantly worse than their peers nationally 
Only 46% of children in Leicester who were in receipt of FSM met the expected standard for key stage 2 in reading, writing and maths in 2022




Leicester City children: Considerations

• Two-fifths of the disadvantage gap that has emerged by the time children 
take their GCSEs is attributable to their early years

• Ongoing impact of the pandemic on children’s communication, and personal, 
social and emotional development, with Leicester’s extended lockdown
• Mathematics least affected by speech, easier to teach remotely
• Schools working hard to address the challenges of developing sustained 

writing, following the impact of remote learning/ pandemic closures
• Poor Progress measures compared to national, due to arrivals in part
• School’s individual health profiles provided by Public Health for the last 

academic year show: demographic, health, deprivation, vaccination uptake 
etc for each and overall 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Education Policy Institute annual report on the disadvantage gap in education – the gap in grades between disadvantaged students and their more affluent peers. The disadvantage gap is a leading measure of social mobility in England and an indicator of the government’s progress in reducing inequalities in education. 
Pupils are defined as disadvantaged if they are known to have been eligible for free school meals at any point in the past six years (from year 6 to year 11), if they are recorded as having been looked after for at least one day or if they are recorded as having been adopted from care.

The National disadvantage gap index now stands at 3.94, the highest level since 2011.




Early Years: School readiness 
• In 2023, Leicester children made more 

of an improvement to meet GLD and 
closed the gap to national

• Asian heritage, English as an additional 
language and children eligible for Free 
School Meals do better than their 
national peers

• Pupils of black and mixed heritage are 
closing the gap

• But Leicester has the lowest percentage 
of white heritage pupils achieving GLD
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Only 2/3 of Leicester children were ready for school

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In a national 2023 school readiness survey, Teachers identified reasons why children aren’t school ready (list from most impacting): 
Parents spending more time on electronic devices than with children 
Less time spent at nurseries due to lockdown restrictions 
Parents not reading to children 
Children spending more time at home, with less access to interaction with other children 
Parents don’t know what ‘school ready’ looks like 
Parents don’t care or think it is their job to prepare their child for Reception 
Lack of targeted state support for parents (e.g. health visitors) 
Lack of peer or community support for parents (e.g. parent and baby groups) 
Variable quality of nursery education 
Rising cost of childcare.




Key Stage1  : Reading Writing and Mathematics
• This is the final year that these assessments are statutory - Reception 

Baseline Assessment will take the place to measure primary stage progress
• Boys do not do as well as national peers or as well as Leicester girls
• Children of white heritage still perform less well than other groups across 

all 3 subjects
• All pupil attainment in Leicester’s schools at the end of key stage 1 

compared to national has improved from 2022 and is now at the same gap 
to national as in 2019 
• The gap to national for black heritage, white heritage and children with 

an EHCP has narrowed since 2019 
• Although there has been some improvement and closing of the gap for 

many of the  groups, children are still at a lower starting point compared to 
their peers nationally as they enter KS2



Key Stage 2: Reading, Writing and Mathematics
• 2023 outcomes in reading, writing and mathematics for pupils with FSM lie 

in the top 30% of all local authorities with above national levels 
• 58% of children in Leicester reached the expected standard in reading, 

writing and mathematics in 2023, this is 2% behind national levels
• The gap to national narrowed for boys  
• For most pupil groups however, and those with EHCPs, SEN support and 

EAL the gap widened
• Leicester Children’s outcomes for those eligible for Free School Meals has 

slipped in reading compared to national and still less than half of these 
children are achieving the combined measure of RWM compared to other 
groups of children. (39 out of 152 LAs) 



Key Stage 4: GCSEs
• There are many measures used to review 

aggregated results for children at end of KS4
• This report focusses on Results achieved by 

Leicester young people are below national 
across all measures, however the gap to 
national has narrowed this year

• Attainment 8 outcomes show that pupils of 
White heritage and those with an EHCP had a 
wider gap to their peers nationally and that 
the gap from national closed to Leicester’s 
children eligible for FSM

• Most groups closed the gap to national and 
improved their rankings, except for young 
people with EHCPs

• Overall progress compared to national was 
better and the attainment gap closed
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Measures in KS4:
• Progress 8�• percentage of pupils entering the full EBacc combination of qualifications.�• the percentage of pupils attaining grades 5 or above in both English and maths.�• the average Attainment 8 score per pupil.�• the EBacc Ave

Progress 8 �Progress 8 aims to capture the progress a pupil makes from the end of Key stage 2 (KS2) to the end of KS4. It compares pupils’ achievement – their Attainment 8 score (see below) – with the national average Attainment 8 score of all pupils who had a similar starting point (or ‘prior attainment’), calculated using assessment results from the end of primary school. Progress 8 is a relative measure, therefore the national average Progress 8 score for mainstream schools is very close to zero. It can be used to compare the progress of different pupil characteristics and geography breakdowns.
English Baccalaureate (EBacc) entry�The EBacc shows how many pupils are entering GCSEs (or AS level qualifications) in core academic subjects at KS4. The EBacc consists of English, maths, science, a language, and history or geography. To count in the EBacc, qualifications must be on the English Baccalaureate list of qualifications.
Attainment in English and maths at grade 5 or above�This measure looks at the percentage of pupils achieving grade 5 or above in both English and maths GCSEs. To count for this measure a pupil would have to achieve a grade 5 or above in either English literature or English language. There is no requirement to sit both.
Attainment 8 �Attainment 8 measures the average achievement of pupils in up to 8 qualifications. This includes: English language; English literature (double weighted providing both English language and English literature are taken); maths (double weighted); three further qualifications that count in the English Baccalaureate (EBacc); and three further qualifications that can be GCSE qualifications (including EBacc subjects) or any other non-GCSE qualifications on the DfE approved list.
From 2018, Attainment 8 has had a maximum point score of 90, compared to a maximum of 87 in 2017 and 80 in 2016. This is a consequence of the phased introduction of reformed GCSEs graded on the 9-1 scale. These differences should be considered when comparing Attainment 8 scores between 2016-2019.
EBacc Average Point Score (EBacc APS)�The EBacc APS measures pupils’ point scores across the five pillars of the EBacc - English, maths, science, a language, and history or geography – with a zero for any missing pillars. The Average Point Score takes into account the attainment of all pupils, not just those at particular grade boundaries, which is why it is are used to encourage schools to enter pupils of all abilities.�For more information on these measures and their calculation methodology, see the secondary accountability guidance.
rage Point Score (APS) per pupil.



Leicester City children: Summary

• Only 2/3 of children in Leicester are ready for school, but we are closing the gap to national
• Outcomes for children at Yr 1 phonics screening, the end of primary (KS2) and the end of 

secondary (KS4) show that attainment has not bounced back as quickly as nationally from 
pre-pandemic levels

• All pupil attainment at the end of KS1 compared to national has improved from 2022 and is 
now at the same gap to national as in 2019 

• Pupils are still at a lower starting point compared to their peers nationally as they enter KS2
• 58% of children in Leicester reached the expected standard in reading, writing and 

mathematics in 2023 at KS2, this is now 2% behind national levels
• Leicester children at the end of Yr6 (KS2) still have better progress than national for Writing 

and Maths, not for Reading
• At the end of KS4, the results achieved by Leicester young people are below national across 

all measures, however the gap to national has narrowed this year compared to 2022

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Only 2/3 of children in Leicester are ready for school, but we are closing the gap to national
Outcomes for children at Yr 1 phonics screening, the end of primary (KS2) and the end of secondary (KS4) show that attainment has not bounced back as quickly as nationally from pre-pandemic levels
All pupil attainment at the end of KS1 compared to national has improved from 2022 and is now at the same gap to national as in 2019 
Pupils are still at a lower starting point compared to their peers nationally as they enter KS2
58% of children in Leicester reached the expected standard in reading, writing and mathematics in 2023 at KS2, this is now 2% behind national levels
Leicester children at the end of Yr6 (KS2) still have better progress than national for Writing and Maths, not for reading
At the end of KS4, the results achieved by Leicester young people are below national across all measures, however the gap to national has narrowed this year compared to 2022



Next Steps
• DfE have said that school improvement is not the responsibility of Local 

Authorities – however we have influence in partnerships
• Engagement with Schools 

• Schools and educational settings through Keeping in touch, formal 
briefings with Governors, Leicester Primary Partnership and Secondary 
schools (SIEP and MAT groups)

• SEND and Alternative Provision Partnership, focus on Children with 
EHCPs and with SEN support

• Early Years Strategy development
• Continue to strengthen approach to attendance management, children 

missing education, exclusions



Reference Section
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